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healthcare costs without increasing
risks to patients and stimulate the
growth of American ingenuity and
U.S.-based jobs.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, we are
finished with business for today. We do
have some more amendments to be
called up and voted on tomorrow. I un-
derstand we are coming in—I do not
know exactly what time has been set
for the morning, but after the leaders’
time has been used, we will be back on
this bill.

Again, I remind Senators and their
staffs that we have until 2 p.m. for
their amendments to be brought up and
to be debated. The sooner we get to
those in the morning, the better off we
will be.

So as soon as the leader time is ex-
hausted tomorrow morning, we will be
back on our bill.

So, Mr. President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum and ask unanimous
consent that the time in the quorum
call not be taken off our bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business with
Senators allowed to speak therein for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF USDA

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, last
week we celebrated the 150th anniver-
sary of the United States Department
of Agriculture, also known as the
USDA. On May 15, 1862, President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed legislation to cre-
ate the USDA. Since this day, the
USDA has made major contributions to
agriculture that have benefited the
people of the United States.

Hawaii has a historic relationship
with the USDA that began during Ha-
waii’s territorial days. Our very own
University of Hawaii at Manoa campus
began as a land-grant college of agri-
culture and mechanic arts in 1907. John
Washington Gilmore, the first presi-
dent of the College of Hawaii, the pred-
ecessor of the University of Hawaii,
was the son of a farmer who was tasked
to build Hawaii’s first agricultural
school. During the past 100 years, the
University helped Hawaii diversify its
economy, sustain its environment, and
build stronger families and commu-
nities.

Hawaii faces unique challenges when
it comes to food security. Hawaii de-
pends on imported food for approxi-
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mately 85 percent of its food supply.
For the United States as a whole, im-
ports make up about 15 percent of total
food consumption. In addition, higher
energy-related transportation costs,
and rapidly escalating commodity
prices translate into very high food
costs for Hawaii consumers. Further, if
there is a shipping disruption of any
kind, it is estimated that Hawaii has a
4 to 7 day food supply.

The magnitude for Hawaii of this po-
tential and unprecedented food secu-
rity crisis has prompted a restruc-
turing of Hawaii’s agriculture, with a
move from large-scale plantation agri-
culture to smaller scale, more diversi-
fied agriculture, with an initial empha-
sis on import substitution. This proc-
ess has been occurring over the past 20
years with many large scale planta-
tions either closing or shifting to over-
seas locations. Our situation remains a
struggle. There is only one sugarcane
and one pineapple operation remaining
in the State. There are no dairies on
the Island of Oahu and the only two re-
maining in the State are on the Big Is-
land. There are no slaughter or meat
processing facilities on Oahu. A major
employer on the Island of Molokai is
gone and, with it, agricultural produc-
tion and water supplies for residents.
Finally, the only poultry operations re-
maining are four egg producers on
Oahu.

The rapid closures of these farming
and farm-related operations continues
to pose a serious challenge for our agri-
culture industry in Hawaii as these op-
erations were attempting a transition
to agriculture supportive of local con-
sumption through import substitution.
Accordingly, efforts to support those
remaining in agriculture to make the
transition to an agriculture supportive
of Hawaii food security is also critical
to the continued sustainability and vi-
ability of our agriculture industry in
the State of Hawaii.

The USDA plays a major role in pres-
ervation. The U.S. Forest Service, part
of the USDA, protects and manages our
Nation’s forests and grasslands. Ha-
waii’s rainforests contain numerous
plant species that are not found any-
where else in the world, and they are
part of a unique, delicate ecosystem
consisting of countless native Hawai-
ian animal species. The Forest Service
has helped protect the beauty of Ha-
waii’s rainforests by fighting invasive
species and destructive human prac-
tices.

The USDA hopes to protect the envi-
ronments of Hawaii and the rest of the
United States with the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, also
known as APHIS. The mission of
APHIS is to protect our Nation’s agri-
culture and animal and plant resources
from diseases and pests. APHIS plays a
major role in the protection of Ha-
walii’s environment. Invasive species
such as fruit flies, coffee berry borers,
and Varroa mites have been dev-
astating to Hawaii’s agriculture and
fragile ecosystem. If Hawaii fails to
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stop potential invasive species includ-
ing the Brown Tree Snake, the results
will be catastrophic. Even though Ha-
waii may be small compared to the
continental United States, our islands
contain one the most diverse eco-
systems in the world. It is in our coun-
try’s interest to keep these protective
programs. APHIS also protects the
continental United States from poten-
tial destructive invasive species that
can wreak havoc on our Nation’s agri-
culture. Programs such as APHIS pro-
tect both Hawaii and the continental
United States and are vital for eco-
nomic and environmental security for
everyone.

In addition to preservation, the
USDA helps with innovation. The Agri-
cultural Research Service is respon-
sible for conducting basic, applied and
developmental research on: soil, water,
and air sciences; plant and animal pro-
ductivity; commodity conversion and
delivery; human nutrition; and the in-
tegration of agriculture systems.
Through research, development, and
other federal programs, the USDA has
helped farmers produce food efficiently
and sustainably. The United States is a
world leader in agricultural produc-
tion, and our agriculture research in-
frastructure continues to give our
country a competitive edge.

Agriculture has been, and remains,
an important pillar of the American
economy. The USDA touches all Amer-
icans and will continue to contribute
to our society far into the future. I
wish nothing but the best for the USDA
in the years to come.

———

HUMAN RIGHTS IN U.S. PRISONS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to
speak about the human rights issue of
sexual assault in U.S. prisons, jails,
and detention centers—and the historic
release of our country’s first-ever na-
tional standards to eliminate prison
rape.

When the government takes people
into custody, and puts them behind
bars, their human rights become our
responsibility. And we are accountable
for the results. In studying this issue
for nearly a decade, we learned that
sexual assault in detention has become
an epidemic. It is occurring at the
hands of other inmates, and it is occur-
ring at the hands of prison officials
whose job it is to protect.

We learned that hundreds of thou-
sands of inmates are victims of sexual
assault every year. According to a Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics report re-
leased this month, approximately one
out of ten former state prisoners re-
ported incidents of sexual victimiza-
tion during their most recent stay be-
hind bars. Approximately a third of
former inmates reported other types of
sexual harassment or victimization.
Many say these are conservative esti-
mates of those brave enough to report.

It is also disturbing that ‘‘prison
rape’”’ has become an accepted part of
our culture. We hear people make light
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